Position Statement

FIREARM SAFETY AND INJURY PREVENTION
Description
Access to guns creates a risk for serious injury and death.1 Analyzed data from an American
mortality follow-back survey showed that regardless of storage practice, type of gun, or number
of firearms, owning a gun was associated with an increased risk of firearm homicide and suicide
in the home.2 People who had guns in the home were at greater risk of dying from a homicide
while at home and were also more likely to have died as a result of suicide committed with a
firearm than from one committed by another method.2 Rubak et al.3 found that “[c]urrent access
to firearms at home significantly increased the odds of both violent offending and violent
victimization, even after controlling for prior access, prior offending, and prior victimization.”
The increased risk of “violent offending” and “violent victimization” continued into early
adulthood.3

ENA Position
It is the position of the Emergency Nurses Association that:
1. Emergency nurses support and promote the ENA Mission Statement to advocate for patient
safety and excellence in emergency nursing practice.4
2. Emergency nurses serve as health care consumer advocates, educating the public about the
risks of improperly stored firearms and supporting the creation and evaluation of community
and school-based programs targeting the prevention of firearm injuries.
3. Emergency nurses support the establishment of a national database of reportable firearm
injuries in order to make evidence-based decisions regarding patient care, safety, and
prevention.
4. Emergency nurses recognize the most effective way to keep children from unintentional
firearm injury is to limit access.

Background
At least 14 clinically oriented large national medical societies have policies supporting gun
injury prevention.5 They demonstrate consensus on the need for research, public education,
clinical counseling, access prevention, and a national database to improve research on gun injury
prevention. The American College of Emergency Physicians, the American College of Surgeons,
and SafeKids USA (supported by the American Academy of Pediatrics) have developed position
statements regarding firearm safety.1,6,7 With the exception of ENA, other nursing organizations
have been less specific regarding firearm safety legislation, choosing to focus on aggressive and
violent behavior prevention in general.8,9 ENA established the Institute for Quality, Safety and
Injury Prevention as a functional area within the organization; prevention programs and activities
are available on the ENA website.10 In 2011, the ENA general assembly approved the resolution,
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“Firearm Safety for Children.” The recommendations submitted to the ENA board of directors
included action to conduct a formal research review regarding firearm safety education for the
school age pediatric population, development of a stand-alone tool kit for firearm safety
education. and an evaluation of the need to include mandatory age-appropriate firearm safety
training for school age children.
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