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Upon completion of this course, the participant will be able to: 

1. Examine the rationale for the development of the Doctorate of Nursing Practice (DNP) degree and 
the eight essential role competencies; 

2. Identify the dynamic roles of the DNP in today’s health care environment and its methods to 
improve patient care outcomes through evidence-based practice;  

3. Examine the curriculum which provides nurses with the clinical and management expertise to 
improve health care outcomes and become collaborators in solving health care problems in 
systems; and 

4. Compare and contrast the roles of the PhD and DNP in nursing. 
 
I. The Clinical Practice Doctorate 
 

II. The Eight Essential Role Competencies of the DNP 
A. Scientific underpinnings for practice 
B. Organizational and systems leadership for quality improvement and systems thinking 
C. Clinical scholarship and analytical methods for evidence-based practice 
D. Information systems/technology and patient care technology for the improvement and 

transformation of health care 
E. Health care policy for advocacy in health care 
F. Interprofessional collaboration for improving patient and population health outcomes 
G. Clinical prevention and population health for improving the nation’s health 
H.  Advanced nursing practice 

 
 

III. Roles of the DNP: Clinical Practice, Administration, Management, and Teaching 
A. Member of the interdisciplinary team 
B. Health care policy, bioethics, and statistic systems management 
C. Advanced science, pathophysiology, and genetics 
D. Evidence-based practice and research 
E. Clinical residency 

 

IV. PhD and DNP: Curriculum  
 

V. The Choice and the Journey to Excellence 
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